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therefore will not suppose you will have wholly forgot mo. With this
hope I enter upon the businasH of thin letter with the less preface, and at
once inform you that the Kin$ has given me his letters patent for the
sole uses of an invention for bringing fish alive and in good health, wher-
ever taken, to any other part however distant: It is well known how ill
Paris and other parts of I'ranee are supplied with that commodity, and
it will soon occur to you what groat advantage may be made of wuch a
privilege; given by the: King of France, for his dominions.'1
This remarkable invention consisted of a floating pool or pond whioh
Sleole had, as lie put it; 'tinder a great deal of ridicule and contempt of
the greater, the unthinking part of tin; world', succeeded in embodying
in a sloop of sixty-one tons. The thing itself is a service to the world in
general and a merit to the whole species of men*, he continued, 'ami not
only to ibis or any (ilhcr nation; and therefore I presume it Ss a wpieHt
grounded upon tho law of nature, that every country should distinguish
those from whom they receive benefit without regard to the places of abode
or nativity or the soil to which they are born suhjoets, You have
too enlarged a view, ami the prince whom y<m serve has too well shown
(by his just regard and favour lo you) ihe name magnanimity, to need
much discourse on this occasion.' Sleele concluded by begging Law and
his brother William to become partners in what promised to be a most
lucrative business. But he was not very Hanguino of sw:h distinguished
patrona&e, 'Whalcwr bo fulls this application*, Steolo added, *1 wish your
great and noble genius the continuance of prosperous adventures/
In truth John Law was far too oeoupwl us the hero of the hour in
France to waste time in such a dubious project as Dick Hloele'H 'fish
pool*. 'He payH the late King's dreadful debts and lessens taxation,* wrote
'Madame' to u friend, 'thus lightening the burden which is weighing
down the people. Wood costs only half what it did, and the import dulioa
on wine, meat and everything consumed in Paris bas been abolished* Thin
causes great joy amongst the people, as you ran easily imagine.* On No*
vcmber 25, 1710, Law paid a visit to llm Hue Qumeampoi* in the corn-
puny of several noblcuicn and their ladies and there ho received an
ovation such as had boon .seldom accorded to u ragning soverci&n, Thin
episode was the occasion of a practical joke perpetrated by the financial
wizard of popular imagination for the diversion of his companions, From
the window of his coach Law throw band fills of golden guineas and other
coins bearing the effigy of the English king Willimn HI to the wirround*
ing multitude, Vive lo roi et Monsaigncur Law\ people shouted from all